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somewhat before the storm, and she promised reforms
in the constitution. On the face of things, Sun Yat
Sen had achieved all that he had set out to do, but
he did not trust the Manchus. He continued his
revolutionary activity from Singapore, and there
ensued a number of minor outbreaks in China, all
of which were miserable failures.
By 1907, however, he again declared himself ready,
and Sun Yat Sen again repaired to China. He
headed a revolt of the Progressives, and several small
towns were taken before the Imperial troops caught
up with him. There was one short, sharp, inglorious
fight, and Sun Yat Sen was running for his life. He
and a companion came across two beggars. Before
the lure of much gold in the ever-present body belt
the beggars consented to divest themselves of their
rags, and as beggars Dr. Sun and his partner in
misfortune eventually reached Hong Kong in a junk.
A year later the Dowager Empress died, and with
the removal of her presence China became more
liquid. The revolutionaries found greater scope for
their activities, and they were learning how to make
explosives. Toward the end of 1911 all was nearly
ready for another throw of the dice, but not quite,
and it was an accident which made Sun Yat Sen
China's first President. He was in London, trying
to induce London bankers to part with half a million
sterling, when one of his bomb-making disciples
blew himself up, and his house with him. In the
south this was accepted as a signal for revolt, and a
republic was proclaimed in the southern provinces.
Dr. Sun was in London when he received a telegram
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